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PREFACE

Origins The origins of this volume go back to 1964, when Fitzmyer spent a sabbatical year

using the resources of the libraries of the Princeton Theological Seminary and Princeton Uni-

versity. At that time he began to collect a file with a master card listing the editio princeps of

ev ery Aramaic inscription, text, or writing from the emergence of the language down to the

Syriac period. Many references to secondary literature on the various texts were also collected.

That file has been kept up over the years and forms the basis for the bibliography. In the begin-

ning and along the way, secondary lists found in standard surveys of the Aramaic language and

bibliographies of different sorts were utilized. As in all such works, many of the references

contained errors and required diligent checking. Moreover, entries to the secondary literature

were originally added only as they were encountered, not through any systematic combing of

the literature. In spite of these shortcomings, when, at the outset of the Comprehensive Ara-

maic Lexicon (CAL) project, the editors agreed that a systematic listing of the corpus of texts to

be covered and the current bibliography thereto was a sine qua non, Fitzmyer’s extensive files

seemed a natural starting point for such an endeavor. Checking of the original entries and

entering them into a computer data file took place under the direction of Fitzmyer and Bennett

at JHU. Bennett was also entrusted with much of the work of font design and related matters.

Subsequently, responsibility for the comprehensiveness of the collection and the design of the

finished reference work was assumed by Kaufman, with Cook working at his direction and

supervising assistants at HUC. Some of Fitzmyer’s bibliographical file has already been pub-

lished in earlier forms. Tw o such installments deserve mention here: Part of his article, ‘‘The

Contribution of Qumran Aramaic to the Study of the New Testament’’ (NTS 20

[1973 – 74]:382 – 407; reprinted with slight revision in Fitzmyer 1979, 85–113) included two

charts, one listing Palestinian Aramaic texts and the other, Qumran Aramaic texts. Another

bibliographical listing became part of his ‘‘Some Notes on Aramaic Epistolography’’ (1974).

Contents The present bibliography is meant to be as comprehensive as possible. We hav e

attempted to include every known text, no matter how small or fragmentary, and all substantive

secondary discussions of such texts. (Those texts whose status as Aramaic is uncertain are

listed in Appendix A.) Naturally, there will be those who will disagree with our determination

as to what is or is not Aramaic, as well as whether every offhand mention of an Aramaic text or

word merits inclusion in the list of secondary literature. It is also inevitable in a work of such

pioneer scope and proportion that users will discover real errors and omissions, despite our best



efforts to eliminate them. We shall be grateful to all who spot such oversights and bring them

to our attention. The bibliography is to appear in several parts, the first two of which are based

on Fitzmyer’s files. This volume, Part I, covers Old Aramaic (from 900 B.C.E. to 700 B.C.E. [or

perhaps to 613 B.C.E., the fall of Nineveh]), Standard or Official Aramaic – the so-called

Reichsaramaisch (to 200 B.C.E.), and Biblical Aramaic. Part II will include texts from the Mid-

dle Period of Aramaic (200 B.C.E. to 300 C.E.). For the sake of completeness, we have chosen to

include the dialects of ancient Sam’al and Deir ‘Alla in this bibliography, even though it has not

yet been decided whether the lexical materials from these dialects will be included in the CAL.

In the case of Biblical Aramaic, we have not included the innumerable commentaries on the

books of Daniel or Ezra, except for those whose relevance to matters Aramaic is noteworthy,

but we hav e included monographs and articles dealing specifically with the contents of the Ara-

maic chapters in those books.

Structure Some comments here to guide the user: The work is structured in two major parts.

Inasmuch as a large percentage of bibliographic entries, both editiones principes and secondary

treatments, deal with multiple texts and topics, in order to avoid endless duplicate citations,

complete bibliographical information on all such references has been collected in Part II.

Appropriate reference to these entries is made in Part I using an author–date style of citation

(with the exception of the references in I.A.1, which have been given in complete form in order

to aid in the identification of the frequently used abbreviations in the ‘‘Easy Access’’ sections of

Part I.B). Book reviews have been cited where known, but no effort has been made to be all-

inclusive in this regard. Reviews are cited at three different levels: Brief notices are listed in

full under the book reviewed. Those containing substantive additions and corrections are given

as complete bibliographic entries and are also cross referenced under the reviewed book, but are

not referred to in Part I. Those that make a signficant scholarly contribution in their own right

are treated like the previous case but also have cross references to them in Part I like any other

entry. To those who may be offended by our decisions in some of these cases we apologize in

advance. Part I is further subdivided into three main chapters: In Chapter I.A are collected ref-

erences to general topics in Aramaic studies, as they relate to the historical period here under

review. Chapter I.C deals with Biblical Aramaic. Chapter I.B, entitled TEXTS, requires some

commentary. Most entries contain the following information: a sequential, identifying alphanu-

meric key (used in collational tables in Appendix B), a brief descriptive title followed by the

provenance of the text and its approximate date, and, in the right margin, the siglum to be used

in the CAL to refer to this text or group of related texts. Where known, a physical description

of the text and its current location are given. There follows, only in the case of relatively brief

inscriptions (particularly so for those not included in the standard text collections), the text of

the inscription as currently read in the CAL files. The general intent of this inclusion is to aid

the user in evaluating the relevance of various minor inscriptions for specific needs, though on

occasion we have ventured to posit a reading at odds with that currently accepted. After a list-

ing of the editio princeps (marked ‘‘Ed. Pr.’’), we list (under the rubric ‘‘Easy Access’’)



commonly available collections of text editions, translations, and/or illustrations wherein treat-

ment of this material can be found. Lastly, come the cross references to the collected refer-

ences in Part II (under the heading ‘‘Literature’’). In the case of large corpora of related materi-

als, such as dockets and seals, a tabular format has sometimes been chosen as being more use-

ful. The texts are ordered by general geographical origin and date. Additional access points

may be found by consulting the several tables in Appendix B. The identification of the editio

princeps of a given text is not always an easy matter. We hav e tried to list the first serious treat-

ment of each text rather than mere mention or even a citation; we recognize that not all will

agree with our interpretation of the facts.

Entries have been checked using the resources of, above all, the libraries of Woodstock College

(now the Woodstock Theological Center Library, housed at Georgetown University), the

Catholic University of America, the Johns Hopkins University, Hebrew Union College — Jew-

ish Institute of Religion (Cincinnati), and the Library of Congress. The resources of the

libraries of Harvard University, Harvard Divinity School, the Biblical Institute (Rome), the

Bodleian and Oriental Institute (Oxford), and the Faculty of Theology of the Katholiek Univer-

sitet te Leuven have also been consulted. To the patient reference librarians of all of these fine

institutions go our deepest thanks. Finally, it is our pleasant duty to thank various persons who

have helped or have collaborated with us in the production of this bibliography. First of all, the

other editor of the CAL, Prof. Delbert R. Hillers of the Johns Hopkins University. Second,

Naicong Li, programmer for the CAL project from 1986 through 1988. Third, various graduate

students and research associates who have contributed time to entry checking and data entry:

Eleonora Cussini, Doris Gottschalk, Carolyn Higginbotham, Ed Hostetter, Jonathan Lewis,

Mark Meehl, Kathy Slanski, Ed Smith, and Jan Verbruggen at JHU, and, at HUC, Dr. Jerome

Lund, Dr. Deirdre Dempsey, and Steven Boyd. We are particularly grateful to Dr. Lund for his

devoted efforts to bring order out of the chaos of the corpus of seals and to Ms. Cussini for her

work on the Babylonian tablets in European collections. Fourth, the scholars around the world

who have cooperated with us in seeing that our materials are as complete and up-to-date as pos-

sible, among them professors K. Beyer, P. Bordreuil, F. M. Cross, P. E. Dion, F. M. Fales, J. C.

Greenfield, D. Gropp, A. Lemaire, B. Levine, E. Lipiński, A. Millard, T. Muraoka, J. Naveh, B.

Porten, F. Rosenthal, M. Sokoloff, and J. M. Wesselius. B. Porten also provided us with the

sigla to be used in his essential TAD volumes long in advance of their publication. Lastly, our

thanks to Ms. Jacqueline Wehmueller, acquisitions editor of the Johns Hopkins University
Press, for her patience and help in seeing this volume through the press.


